WATERBURY CHURCH FEBRUARY 2012 E-NEWS
 

THIS IS THE DAY THAT THE LORD HAS MADE
LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT.  Psalm 118:24
 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
 

Pastor Roger and Pat had many memorable experiences on their Spiritual Journey through the Holy Land of Israel and Palestine. To highlight only a few, they rededicated their baptism in the Jordan River, renewed their wedding vows at Cana in Galilee, floated on the Dead Sea, walked where Jesus walked, listened to the Biblical stories where they took place, and celebrated communion at The Garden Tomb. 
 

Communion Sunday for February will be on the 12th. 
 

The greeters for this month are Jeanie Walters & Shirley Danko for the 5th & 12th and Bill & Deb Bonville for the 19th & 26th.
 

Liturgists for February:
5th – Kathy Graziadei, 12th – Hope Mayack, 19th – Carol Wallace, 26th – Nancy Fay
 

Each Sunday we include in our prayer a church within the Presbytery or a ministry connected with the Presbytery.  The Prayer Calendar includes for February 5th – First Presbyterian Church, Cherry Valley; 12th – Stone Presbyterian Church, Clinton; 19th – First Presbyterian Church, Cooperstown; 26th – The Committee on Ministry.
Also in our prayer we will be including Marine Lance Corporal Matthew Scofield and Joseph Looney, Air Force, praying for their safety as well as for all of our service men and women.  
 

Mission Sunday is the Second Sunday of each month.  Health Friends is February’s Mission.
 

Birthdays for February:                
 2nd  – Barb Traver
 7th   – Kathy Graziadei 
11th  – Bill Bonville (Son)
12th  – Nicole Graziadei 
17th  – Pastor Roger
22nd – Ken Stockton
26th  – Betty Huff
27th  – Jeanne Benson        
(if yours is missed, please let Pastor know)
 

 

The Session will meet on Monday, February 13th at 6:00pm in the Worden Room. 
 

At the Annual Meeting, Jeanie Walters and Len Pugh were elected as elders to serve on the Session and Hope Mayack and Barb Traver were elected to serve as deacons.
The Session Elders are Mike Absolom, Bill Bonville, Pam Gorecki, Bobbi Masters, Dan Mayack, Len Pugh and Jeanie Walters.
Deacons are Marcia Cavanaugh, Kathy Graziadei, Hope Mayack, Doris McCumber, Julie Thrasher and Barb Traver.  
Our thanks and appreciation to Will Langdon who completed his term on the Session and as the Clerk of the Session and to Karen Fournier and Megan Absolom who completed their terms as Deacons.
 

MISSION GIVING 2012
January     –   New Hope Children’s Home, Arequipa, Peru
February    –   Health Friends 
March        –   Habitat for Humanity
April           –   Hall House
May           –   Your Neighbors, Inc.
June          –   Rescue Mission of Utica
July           –    Hope House
August       –   Rome Rescue Mission
September –   Veterans Outreach
October      –   Utica First Presbyterian Church Community Thanksgiving Dinner
November  –   Waterbury Church Food Pantry
December  –   Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc.
The 2nd Sunday of each month is designated for the above missions. We will have a representative speaker to better understand their work.  Special envelopes will be made available for this purpose.   The Session has approved an additional $90 each month be added to the congregational giving, as the church’s local Mission commitment.
 

BIBLE STUDY
On Wednesday, February 15th at 6:30pm in the Worden Room our Bible Study will begin.   It is titled “Scouting the Divine – Searching  for God in Wine, Wool, and Wild Honey.”
What does it mean to know that Jesus is the Good Shepherd when the only place you’ve encountered sheep is at a petting zoo?  How can you understand the promise of a land overflowing with honey when you buy yours in a bear-shaped bottle?  Can you grasp the urgency of Jesus’ invitation to abide in the vine when you shop for grapes at a local grocery store?  Popular author and speaker Margaret Feinberg invites you to accompany her on the spiritual adventure of a lifetime in this six-session Bible study.
All are welcome to join us!
 

The Daily Devotional “Our Daily Bread” for March, April, May is available on the back table.  It is provided at no cost to the church by RBC Ministries.
 

Our Organist and Choir Director, Barb Traver, is planning to have special music for Palm and Easter Sundays.  Let her know your willingness to join your voice with others to sing praises to the Lord!  
 

THANK YOU
From Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc. (December’s Mission):
January 16, 2012
Dear Friends,
Please accept our heartfelt appreciation for your donation of $244.00.
Hospice strives to improve the quality of life of persons with advanced, life-limiting illness.  The Hospice team provides a holistic approach to care which sustains the patient and family at a very difficult time.  Your gift helps to assure that Hospice will continue to “be there” when we are needed.
With support like yours, we are able to make compassionate quality care available to anyone in the community regardless of their ability to pay.  Community support is becoming more vital as the demand for hospice services continues to grow.
On behalf of the patients and families we serve, thank you again for your donation.
Sincerely,
Joanne A. Moskal
Director of Development & Human Resources
 

 

The Whitesboro Presbyterian Church is inviting the community to join them in marking the last day before the beginning of Lent with a pancake supper on Tuesday, February 21, beginning at 5 PM and continuing until 6:30 PM. Church members will be serving pancakes, sausage and fruit. Mardi Gras beads will add to the festive occasion.   Persons in funny hats or costumes are welcome. This party atmosphere contrasts with the fasting and other disciplines many follow during the weeks prior to Easter. There is no charge for the meal but there will be a free will offering. Music will be provided by the Bradly Thomas Wilder Band. Reservations appreciated. Please call the church office at 736-5497. The church is located at the intersection of Main and Elm in the Village of Whitesboro.
 

 

2012 Lent Lunches held at Whitesboro Presbyterian
Soup, sandwich, dessert, drink included
	Lunch 11:30 $4
	Speaker at noon
	Cooking

	February 22 
Ash Wednesday
	Father Tom from St. Paul’s
	St. Paul’s

	February 29
	Missionary Baptist
	Missionary Baptists

	March 7
	St. John’s Episcopal
	Episcopalians

	March 14
	Roger Williams from Waterbury Presbyterian
	Oriskany + Whitesboro Presbyterians

	March 21
	Missionary Baptist
	Missionary Baptists

	March 28
	Tom Lorenz, chaplain at Presbyterian Homes
	Whitesboro Presbyterians

	April 4
	Myra Kazanjian of Whitesboro Presbyterian
	Whitesboro Presbyterians


 

 

This year Whitesboro Presbyterian Church and Waterbury Church will be joining together for the Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunrise Services.  Pastor Roger will be preaching at the Maundy Thursday Service to be held at the Whitesboro Church and Pastor Myra will be preaching for the Sunrise Service at the Oriskany Battlefield.  There will be a light breakfast at Waterbury Church following the Sunrise Service.  
 

 

 

Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc. needs volunteers to work with patients and families in your own area, participate in bereavement support activities, help in The Siegenthaler Center, and assist in the office.
Spring Hospice Training Dates:  Thursdays, April 12-May 10, in New Hartford, 6:15-9:15 p.m.
Pre-registration and interview required by March 23.  Contact Kate Doran, Volunteer/Bereavement Services Supervisor, at 735-6487, extension 240, or visit www.hospicecareinc.org 
 

 

CONSTRUCTION HAS STARTED
The construction and renovation effort for the Parkinson’s wing at the Presbyterian Home is underway.  Attendees at the January 24th Presbytery meeting were able to see construction work while they ate lunch.
 

As of Feb 1st every church in the Presbytery has been contacted, most have been visited and the remaining churches will be visited before summer.   We have $46,124.81 in three year pledges of which $ 17,805.88 has been paid.  An additional $ 12,021.00 has been received in non pledged cash.
 

Many churches are not making pledges but have committed to raising funds for the effort.  These churches are encouraging individual donors to send funds for which they and the church will get credit.  Additional they are having fellowship events such as a Chili Cook Off, a Taste of Greece, musical events,  and some are putting the request in their mission budget.  One small church, having accepted the requested pledge amount over three years has divided that one year amount by 52 weeks is asking members to make weekly contributions to the fund.
 

To date the home has raised almost $ 2,000,000 towards the $2,200,000 cost.  If our Churches can raise the remaining funds the expansion will be free of debt.
 

If you would like an update for your congregation, or have questions about the project, or would like a tour of Parkinson’s Unit please contact either Ed Ratazzi 315-336-4181 or Lenora D’Apice Director of Development for the home at 315-272-2292. The Home’s web site www.presbyterianhome.com has information about all the Homes services including the Parkinson’s Wing. 
 

(Note – Our church has pledged $1500.  $500 has been paid.  This year’s payment of $500 will be paid from the proceeds from our last rummage sale.)
 

This newsletter is also available on the Waterbury Church Website – www.waterbury-church.org
